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The  most  frequent  use  of  an  electric  ironing  machine  is  in 
doing  flat  work,   sheets,  towels,  pillov/cases ,  ta^hle-clo  thes ,  and  so  on. 
Other  articles  can  "oe  ironed  on  it,   too,  with  a  little  practice.  Whether 
one  chooses  the  roller  or  the  presser  tyioe  of  ironer,  home  economists  advo- 
cp.te  huying  from  a.  relia"ble  dealer  with  a  good  service  guarantee.  There 
should  ce  safety  devices  approved  'oy  the  lTa.tional  Board  of  ?ire  Underv.-riters . 
It  is  important  that  moving  parts  (except  the  revolving  roll)  oe  enclosed, 
that  there  is  a  safety  release  lever,  and  thermostatic  control  to  reduce  the 
chances  of  overheating  a>id  scorching. 

Some  m.echanica.lly  operated  safety  release  should  "be  provided 
for  seijarating  the  roller  and  shoe  ajiickly  in  case  the  electricity  is  shut 
off  suddenly  -  as  when  a  fuse  is  "blown.     Some  machines  have  only  electrically 
controlled  relea.ses,  with  no  means  of  releasing  the  roller  ?7hen  the  m.otor 
stops,  or  in  case  of  emergency,   such  as  garments  or  hands  "being  caught. 

An  ironer  reo^uires  heavy-duty  electric  cord  of  an  approved 
tjrpe ,  and  it  should  he  properly  "grounded"  to  prevent  shock  at  any  time.  The 
ironer,  like  other  larger  pieces  of  equipment  taking  much  current,   should  he 
put  on  a  separate  circuit,  not  on  the  lighting  circuit. 
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-  2  -  (The  electric  ironer) 

The  structural  features  of  .an  ironer  should  he  exceptionally 
sturdy.     An  ironing  machine  has  hea.^^y-  work  to  do.     It  should  "be  rigidly 
anchored  on  a  "base  of  the  right  height  or  one  that  is  adjustahle  to  different 
heights.     !Find  out  "by  ax^tual  test  whether  the  machine  "being  considered  is 
easy  to  operate,  is  equipped  with  control  levers  and  sv/itches,  and  safety 
devices.     Notice  particularly  whether  there  is  any  tendency  for  the  roll  and 
"shoe"  or  ironing  surface  to  sag  away  from  each  other.     This  tendency  seems 
to  occur  in  the  open-end  type  when  the  machine  is  more  than  26  to  50  inches  ■ 
long.     It  also  occurs  in  26-inch  machines  if  the  shoe  support  is  not  designed 
to  withstand  the  effect  of  the  vihration  of  the  motor. 

Som.e  types  of  ironers  are  so  designed  that  the  operator  cannot 
work  comfortably  in  a  sitting  position.     Others  have  adjustahle  legs  and  can 
'oe  arranged  to  suit  different  individuals  as  well  a.s  to  ena'ole  the  operator 
to  sit  while  v/orking.     Time  spent  with  the  demonstrator,  learning  how  to  run 
the  equipment,  is  an  advantage  in  efficient  use. 
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